	Brinsworth Howarth 

Autumn Term 2021 Subject Information KS2

Class 4:  Mrs Bolton / Mrs Millington (Friday)     Teaching Assistant Mrs Wall


	Topic 1 – ‘Charlie and the Chocolate Factory’
Topic 2 – ‘The Romans and their Legacy’

This term’s topic is split into two; for the first few weeks we will be doing a novel study, which is Charlie and the Chocolate Factory. We will look at the story in detail, it will also be the focus of much of our guided reading sessions. After that it will be a history based topic on ‘The Romans’, in particular the invasion of Britain. We will be studying who were the Romans, what was life like before and after their invasion, what was Roman life like in Rome, the eruption of Vesuvius and why Pompeii is so important, where else did they invade, why did they leave Britain and finally what is their legacy today in Britain. The pupils will be using their IT skills to research many of these questions. In Geography we will use an atlas to locate Rome and the countries they invaded as well as research what a volcano is and why they erupt.
The pupils will continue to use the programme Times Tables Rock Stars to improve their mental maths abilities, especially their times tables as it is expected by the end of the year they know all their times tables up to 12 x 12.
Initially in Art, we will be looking at the art work of Mary Blair and painting our own sweet factories; after half term we will be making mosaic as the Romans did. Our DT topic is ‘Pavilions’: again after looking at the Roman structures, we will design, make and evaluate our own pavilions.


	Literacy
Most literacy will be topic based; initially the work will be based around ‘Charlie and the Chocolate Factory’. The children will begin with character descriptions, invent their own sweet, and persuade people to buy it, then move on to instructional writing. During the second term they will be looking at explanatory writing, creating story based around the second book study of the term ‘Escape from Pompeii’ and Roman riddles.
Alongside creative writing activities, we will be developing our spelling, punctuation and grammar knowledge (SPaG) and reading strategies through our daily guided reading sessions. 
	Numeracy
We will continue to extend and consolidate the children’s knowledge of place value, finding 10, 100 or 1000 more or less than, round to the nearest 10, 100 or 1000. They will continue to develop their addition and subtraction mental strategies as well as formal written methods. During Year 4 it is essential the children grasp all their x tables as at the end of it they will have the new government times table test; we will be practising them and their related division facts constantly. In addition to this we will start to look at multiplying and dividing by 10 and 100. We will also be investigating length- converting measurements from one unit to another, as well as calculating perimeters.  The children will spend much of the term applying all of these new skills to solving practical and written problems.

	PSHE

The programme of study for this term is based around the Rotherham Healthy Schools scheme. This term’s focus is ‘’The caring school’ and ‘Feelings, Friends and Friendship’. 

RE
RE will be taught by Mrs Millington This term she will identify values in human life, and think about their own values, with special reference to the values of Christians and Humanists.
	Science
Wherever possible science will be taught through the topic. During the first term our topic title will be ‘Classifying materials’, and we will be looking at solids, liquids and gases; how temperature can change a material’s state; how to use a thermometer accurately; investigate common gases and discuss what ‘air’ actually is; plus, learn how all these play a part in the water cycle.

In the second half of the term we will change topic to ‘Sound’: how sound is made, how it travels, how we hear, why and how we may need to stop sound and finally investigate pitch and loudness through musical instruments.

Modern Foreign Languages

Later in the term, Mrs Millington will be teaching the basic French vocabulary following the Wakefield scheme. 


	MUSIC

The Rotherham Music Hub will continue to teach the children all year on a Tuesday morning, but this year their instrument will be the violin. They will learn about rhythm, pitch and be able to follow a music score. In addition to this we will also be following ‘Charanga’, which is the whole school’s music scheme 
 
	P.E

PE will be on a Tuesday afternoon (indoor) and Friday afternoons (outdoor). This year we are asking the children to still come to school in their outdoor PE kits, which is a plain tracksuit, a white t-shirt and a plain jumper or fleece. We found this worked so much better for the children last year.

	Homework

Reading – your child will not be bringing a school reading book home, instead we will have our quiet reading time everyday in school. However please encourage your child to still read as much as possible at home and this will have a huge impact on their progress this year.
Other homework will be set on Seesaw on Thursdays to be finished by the following Wednesday- this will be linked to work studied in class. Sometimes it may be a sheet of paper but we will tell parents what it is via Seesaw. 


