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Ideas to support reading at home
Key stage 1




Join Brinsworth Library 
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       Ellis Street, Rotherham, S60 5DJ
                                                          Telephone: 01709 373 028
· Monday - 9am to 12:30pm, 1:30pm to 4:30pm

· Tuesday - 9am to 12:30pm, 1:30pm to 6pm

· Wednesday - Closed

· Thursday - 9am to 12:30pm, 1:30pm to 5:30pm

· Friday - Closed

· Saturday - 9am to 1pm

· Sunday - Closed

All adults can read with your child

All members of the family and friends could read with or to your child. Mums, dads, grandparents, aunts and uncles can all be great reading role models.

Listen to your child read their school reading book and talk to them about it
Look at the pictures on the front cover and read the blurb. Can your child predict what the book might be about? If it is a story set in a particular time, look up information about that particular time on the internet. This will really help your child to understand the story.
Communicate

Communicate regularly by writing in your child’s reading diary. Your child will then know that you are interested in their progress and that you value reading.
Help your child decode words that they are unfamiliar with.
There are many strategies that support the decoding of a text. Using a variety of strategies including phonics will support your child. Your child’s teacher can show you many of these.
Listen to audio books together.

You can even play them in the car.
Visit websites of interest together and talk about them
These are some interesting websites that you may like to visit with your child:

https://www.phonicsplay.co.uk/
https://www.firstnews.co.uk/
http://www.natgeokids.com/uk
Read to your child, ideally a higher level text
When you read to your child talk about words, phrases and ideas in the text that your child may not be familiar with.
Get comfortable
Have somewhere comfortable to read together with your child. This could be a bed, beanbag or comfy chair. Snuggle up under a blanket and make reading a cosy activity. Also, have a separate comfortable place for your child to read on their own.
Make reading fun!
Children love nothing more than a good story, well told. Do the voices for different characters. Take it in turns to be different characters in a story.
Make books part of family life
Always have books around the house. That way you and your children are ready to get reading even if it’s only for a few minutes.
Read favourites again and again

Encourage your child to read the books they love over and over. This will help build fluency and confidence.
All reading is good

Variety is important. It’s important your child experiences texts such as poems, comics, information books, leaflets, newspapers, magazines.



Questions to support your reading discussion
Use these questions when talking about the books your child has read. The questions are used to support the comprehension of reading by discussing the meanings of words, retrieval, inference, prediction and the wider text.
Vocabulary

Which word (s) is/are used to describe…?

Which word tells you that…?

Can you identify any adjectives/expanded noun phrases which have been used to describe the setting/character etc?

What does….mean?

Which words rhyme? Why is this a play on words?

Find and copy one word that means the same as….

Find and copy one word that means….

Draw lines to match the words to their meanings.

What doe the word….mean in this sentence?
Retrieve detail

What…?

Who….?

Where…?

When….?

Why…?

What s the title of this story?

Can you suggest an alternative title?

Why do you think the author used this title from the text?

What are the names of the characters?

Who is the main character and why?

Do you agree with the actions of the character?

When did…. Happen?

Which words tell you that….?Can you explain what is happening when….?

Which words tell you that…?Is this non fiction text useful?

Can you find ….using the index/glossary?

Which facts tell you that…?

What is the main idea of the poem?

What information does the diagram tell you?

Why do you think the author chose to use arrows/lines in this diagram?
Sequencing of events

Can you put the events in order? 

Which is the main event?

When does the problem occur?

How is the problem resolved?
Inference

Explain how…

Why do you think…?

Which do you think?

How do you know?

How can you tell?

When do you think?

What sort of of person is…? What makes you think that?

What is your opinion…?

How do you know?

Why do you think….said…? 

What do you think….meant when he said….?

Prediction
Can you predict what this text might be about from the title?

Can you predict the genre of this book by the title?

What do you think will happen next?

Do you think the character will change/behave differently?
Recommended books to read
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Your child’s teacher will be happy to recommend a book to you.
